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When I finished High School in summer 2015 and got my German IB, I frankly had no idea how to cope 

with all this new freedom, all this time and all those career options opening up in front of me. All I had 

always known was, that I wanted to do something that would get me out there, into the big world with 

endless possibilities. I wanted to do something "international", and that's what I told people. First it was 

"international relations" (I had no idea what that meant, but I thought it sounded cool and people were 

generally impressed by a 13 year old saying that).  

 

Then, after I had spent 2 months in a Malawian village, building houses for orphanages, this changed to 

"international development". I wanted to help people in need, whilst meeting great likeminded volunteers 

from all over the world. (I gave up this thought after my stomach started acting extremely strange and my 

doctor told me I had a serious blood infection from all this African water I had been drinking). 

 

When I was getting closer and closer to finishing school and getting my IB, people started asking me 

seriously what I wanted to do with my life. Just saying "I wanna be a princess" suddenly wasn't enough 

anymore. So, in one of my more career driven moments I decided I wanted to study "international law". 

This was finally a degree, which sounded like it could one day turn into a proper career. It was definitely 

legit, something that would make money and a course I could finally tell my grandma about. I started 

wearing white blouses and striped blazer and eagerly read "Law for dummies". This however changed 

very quickly when I had my first day as an intern at a Stuttgart based law firm and one of the junior 

lawyers told me there was no such thing as "international law". If I did want to study law, he said, I'd have 

to focus on one country, as the law varies from state to state. This, as obvious as it is, had never 

occurred to me before and I quickly abandoned this career path, as I just could not imagine myself living 

and working in one country my whole life.  

 

After I had finished my internship at this law firm, I suddenly didn't know what to do next. So I 

spontaneously decided to do something completely different and accepted an internship opportunity at a 

London based company called "Soho House & Co". At Soho House, which is a private members club for 

people who work in the creative scene, I'd be working in their in house design company. This, I thought, 

would bring a breath of fresh air into my life, which, to be honest had lacked quite some excitement 

working for a law firm.  

 

 

  



While I was working for Soho House I started to realise what "internationalism" really meant. In our 

office, about 60% of all employees weren't English native speakers. Everybody spoke a different 

language, came from a different background, had different opinions about everything and knew different 

things. This unusual and diverse mix, I realised, formed the powerful driving force behind the company's 

success in the creative industry. The international and diverse team we were working in clearly alleviates 

skill bottlenecks and hence removes barriers to more ideas, more creativity and therefore faster growth. 

Economist Douglas McWilliams therefore calls Immigration "the UK's secret economic weapon" and I 

completely agree with him. It is statistically proven, that Immigration brings more diversity, which brings 

more creativity and therefore more productivity. This can of course best be seen in the capitals economy, 

which has greatly benefitted from migration and still does.  

 

All this inspired me even more to work in an international environment and so I decided to stay in London 

to be part of this big "melting pot of nations". I immediately started looking for universities that focused on 

international education and a global community. With its 140 different nationalities and its "Global 

Management" course, Regent’s University London was just the perfect fit for me.  

 

I think the "Global Perspectives" module in particular embraces this thought by offering all undergraduate 

students the chance to interact socially and academically. By discussing about difficult and sometimes 

very controversial ideas with people from all over the world, I hope to get a better idea of how other 

cultures think and maybe learn from them, which will of course be very beneficial for me in the 

future. When we all introduced ourselves in the first Global Perspectives seminar I was actually surprised 

of how different but also how similar we all are. We were all brought up in a very different environment 

with totally different morals and cultures and now we are all facing the same challenges by living in a 

foreign country, speaking a language which is not our own and studying a subject we have never done 

before. It's all so new for everybody, which I think makes it easier for everybody to have an open mind 

towards other people and rituals.  

 

I think this is exactly what a University should be like. University shouldn't just be a place where you get 

presented information which goes in one ear and straight out the other, until it's exams week, when you 

start panicking and use your short term memory to pass them, only to forget everything you "learned" 

afterwards. It should be a place where students learn for life. Where you learn how to talk to people even 

though you don't speak their language. How to build up a business, which is globally successful. How to 

figure out other countries needs and demands, in order to expand a business. How to use diversity and 

differences for your advantage in order to get in more ideas. How to always keep up a good work ethic 

by actually understanding the people you're working with. How to develop a global perspective on the 

business you want to be involved with. This, I think, differentiates a good University which just gives you 

the basic knowledge to get a job, from one that prepares you for the globalised world we live in now and 

how to succeed in it.  

  



Even though I've only been at Regent’s University for a couple of weeks, I feel like this is exactly what 

they are trying to teach us students here. By having more seminars than lectures for example, by actual 

face to face conversation between teacher and student, by offering personal tutors and by teaching 

common modules like "Global Perspectives". This I hope will prepare me to one day run my own 

company and fulfil my dream of having an international business that not only makes me happy but also 

improves other people’s lives all over the world in some way.  


